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English 3010G 
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Spring 2002 
Shonk 
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Dr. Timothy A. Shonk 
Office: 3060 Coleman Hall 
Phone: 581-6310 
Hours: MWF 9-10, 1-2 
T 1-3, Rl-2 
TEXTS. 
Goals. 
The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. I, 6th ed., Abrams, et al. 
The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vol. I, 4th ed., Baym, et el. 
The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka 
Jude the Obscure, Thomas Hardy 
Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad 
Native Son, Richard Wright 
Othello, William Shakespeare 
Light in August, William Faulkner 
This course has several specific goals in mind: to acquaint you with some of the 
masterworks of English and American literature; to improve your analytical and writing 
skills; and to bring you to some insights about the relationship between the community 
and the individual by a study of the theme of the outsider, the outcast, and the exile in 
these works. 
Course Requirements 
Paper I 15% 
Midterm 15% 
Paper II 20% 
Final Exam 20% 
Presentation 20% 
Participation 10% 
• 
3010G Policies 2 
Papers. The first paper is a short essay (5-6 pages) which will present an argument about 
some singular aspect of a given work or works (e.g. a character flaw, a major symbol, 
setting, a scene, etc.) The second paper is a bit longer (8-10 pages) and will be a 
development of your in-class presentation. This paper will include some research (at 
least 4 secondary sources) and will present an argument related to one of the major 
themes of the work you are discussing. In all papers, the grade depends heavily upon the 
precision of the thesis, the specificity of the focus, the clarity of the logic, the 
effectiveness of the argument, and the quality of the writing. More specific paper 
requirements and guidelines will be given one to two weeks before the paper's due date. 
Unless there is a compelling, documented reason for lateness, no late papers will be 
accepted. 
Exams. 
The two exams will be comprised primarily of approximately one essay question 
and a few short answer questions (e.g., ID's of passages, key symbols, terms, events, 
etc.). 
Presentations. 
Each student will be paired with other students to make the first day's 
presentation of a major work. The presentation will essentially guide the class through 
the major themes, characters, problems, controversies, and backgrounds (of author and 
his time) of the work relevant to our focus for the semester. For the longer works, 
students will be assigned in groups of four; otherwise, students will work in pairs or 
triplets. The grade for this presentation will be determined by the specificity, clarity, 
completeness, and professionalism of the presentation itself. More specific guidelines for 
the presentation will be forthcoming, and I plan to meet with each group before its 
presentation. 
Participation. This grade is an important one to me. It is most definitely not an easy 
grade. It has been said that the best analysis of literature comes sometimes from two 
interested friends talking. I hope that we will arrive quickly at such an atmosphere. To 
achieve an A in this segment, you need not leap to answer every question. Rather, you 
should be prepared to respond thoughtfully when called upon and, more importantly, to 
ask good questions. I am especially pleased with those who engage themselves in the 
discussion during the presentations by his or her fellow students. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
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Course Syllabus 
Spring 2002 
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7 Introduction to the course 
9 "Wife of Bath's Prologue" (NAEL 117) 
11 "Wife ofBath's Prologue" (cont.) 
14 "Wife of Bath's Tale" (NAEL 135) 
16 "Pardoner's Prologue and Tale" (NAEL 164) 
18 "Pardoner's Prologue and Tale" (cont.) 
21 King's Birthday-No Classes 
23 Dr. Faustus (NAEL 768) 
25 Dr. Faustus (cont.) 
28 Dr. Faustus (cont.) 
30 Othello 
1 Othello 
4 Othello 
6 Othello 
8 Lincoln's Birthday-No Classes 
11 "Self-Reliance" (NAAL) 
13 "Self-Reliance" (cont.) 
15 "Young Goodman Brown" (NAAL) 
18 "The Minister's Black Veil" (NAAL) 
20 "Bartleby the Scrivener" (NAAL) 
22 "Bartleby" (cont.) 
25 "Bartleby" (cont.) 
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27 "Billy Budd" Paper/Due 
Mar. 1 "Billy Budd" (cont.) 
4 "Billy Budd" (cont.) 
6 Midterm Exam 
8 Jude the Obscure 
11-15 Spring Break-No Classes 
18 Jude the Obscure 
20 Jude the Obscure 
22 Jude the Obscure 
25 "The Metamorphosis" 
27 "The Metamorphosis" 
29 "The Metamorphosis" 
Apr. 1 Heart of Darkness 
3 Heart of Darkness 
5 Heart of Darkness 
8 Native Son 
10 Native Son 
12 Native Son 
15 Native Son 
17 Light in August 
19 Light in August 
22 Light in August 
24 Light in August 
26 Summary Discussion Final Exam TBA 
